
         

     Test in English-2 

 

 1.  When the phone … she picked it up and put it down again.   

           a)  was ringing  

           b) rang  

           c)  rung  

           d) had rung  

         2.  Just … I suspected, my letter had been delivered to the wrong 

address.   

           a)  as  

           b) like  

           c)  alike  

           d) how  

         3.  Once she makes … her mind, nothing will stop her!  

           a)  up  

           b) with   

           c)  on  

           d) out  

         4.  It’s the first time I … him so confused.   

           a)  had seen   

           b) was seeing  

           c)  have seen  

           d) was seen  

         5.  Your eyes are puffed-up. …….?  

           a)  Did you sob?   

           b) Have you been sobbing?   

           c)  Had you sobbed?   

           d) Do you sob?  

         6.  If the headmistress phones, I …. you know  

           a)  will let   

           b) am letting   

           c)  let   

           d) am going to let   

         7.  She had to care … her aging parents when they got sick.  

           a) for  

           b) about   

           c) after  

           d) with  

         8.  We didn’t understand at first, but then she explained ….  

           a)  me   

           b) it me   

           c)  it to me   

           d) me it  

         9.  Your next door neighbour used to be married to an actress, ….  

           a)  wasn’t he?   

           b) did he?   

           c)  was he?   

           d) didn’t he?  

         10.  John is thinking of doing an extra … in web designing.  

           a)  research   

           b) practice   

           c)  course   

           d) study  

         11.  He  …. about seventy years old, with grey hair and glasses.  

           a)  like   

           b) looking   

           c)  looks as if   

           d) looks like   

         12.  After the lengthy lockdown we all have not got … money left.   

           a)  little   



           b) many   

           c)  much   

           d) few  

         13.  I remember …. him at the party and he looked washed out.    

           a)  seeing   

           b) to see   

           c)  see   

           d) seen  

         14.  You ….. my teacher in the gym, since he had left for the 

seaside.  

           a)  can’t have seen   

           b) couldn’t see   

           c)  can’t see   

           d) haven’t seen   

         15.  … we arrived in a rush at the station, the train had already 

departed.   

           a)  When   

           b) By the time   

           c)  Until    

           d) As soon as  

         16.  Females had to fight furiously to gain … equality.  

           a)  –   

           b) the   

           c)  her   

           d) an  

         17.  We find … very strange that Mary has not been given any pay 

rise.   

           a)  her    

           b) that    

           c)  it    

           d)  –  

         18.  Barbara will do well in her job … she stays on the right 

side of the boss.   

           a)  as soon as    

           b) as far as    

           c)  as long as    

           d) as well as   

         19.  By the time you are my age, you …. your mind.  

           a)  will probably change    

           b) will probably have changed    

           c)  would probably change     

           d) are probably changing  

         20.  All of us live about …. from here.  

           a)  an hour of drive    

           b) a drive hour    

           c)  a drive of an hour    

           d) an hour’s drive  

         21.  The more we get to know him, the … we like him.   

           a)  most    

           b) fewer    

           c)  lesser    

           d) less   

         22.  If the decision …. before he arrived, he would have been 

furious.   

           a)  would have been taken    

           b) was taken     

           c)  was being taken    

           d) had been taken  

         23.   … he should have spent all the weekend, cramming for the 

exam, he in  

           fact was just watching some TV series.   



           a)  Nevertheless    

           b) Despite    

           c)  However     

           d)  Whereas  

         24.  We had no trouble …. their house although they had said that 

people  

           often did.   

           a)  to find    

           b) finding     

           c)  for finding    

           d) to finding  

         25.  When migrants move to the UK, it takes them a long while to 

… on the  

           left.  

           a)  get used to driving    

           b) get used to drive    

           c)  be used to driving    

           d) be used to drive  

         26.  This time next week I won’t be in my hot and stuffy office, 

…. on a  

           beach in Italy.  

           a)  I’ll lie    

           b)  I’ll be lying   

           c)  I am lying   

           d) I’ll have lain   

         27.  You must phone us as soon as you …. to your rented 

apartment.   

           a)  are getting   

           b) will get    

           c)  will have got     

           d) get  

         28.  …. your house repainted every other year?   

           a)  Have you been    

           b) Have you done     

           c)  Do you have    

           d) Have you   

         29.  We … rather you didn’t tell our parents how much we have 

messed up.   

           a)  would    

           b) should   

           c)  had    

           d) did   

         30.  I have never heard … ridiculous speech before.   

           a)  such a    

           b) so a     

           c)  a so     

           d) a such   

         31.  Hardly ….  under the shower when the phone rang.   

           a)  he was getting     

           b) had he got     

           c)  he had got     

           d) he got   

         32.  You had nothing better to do. You  … a hand with moving the 

furniture.   

           a)  would have given    

           b) should give    

           c)  could have given    

           d) had to give  

         33.  …. my colleagues, I would like to express my gratitude for 

everything  

           you have done for us.  



           a)  On behalf of     

           b) Instead of    

           c)  In spite of    

           d) On account of   

         34.  He is well … of the problems involved in setting up a 

business.   

           a)  aware     

           b) knowledgeable    

           c)  learned    

           d) acquainted  

         35.  The old lady never comes here now. We only see her ….  

           a)  when the cows come home   

           b) once in a blue moon    

           c)  time and time again    

           d) once upon a time  

         36.  One little mistake should not … again.  

           a)  put you off trying    

           b) stop you to try    

           c)  prevent you to try    

           d) get you off  

         37.  She … much better since she checked out of the hospital last 

week.   

           a)  is feeling    

           b) feels    

           c)  has been feeling     

           d) had felt   

         38.  … plans you might have for the weekend, you’ll have to alter 

them  

           anyway.   

           a)  Whatever    

           b) However    

           c)  Whoever     

           d) Wherever  

         39.  They …. out for a few years before they decided to get 

married.   

           a)  had gone    

           b) have been going    

           c)  had been going   

           d) were going   

         40.  You won’t pass you exam … you start revising for it 

immediately.  

           a)  as long as    

           b) provided     

           c)  if   

           d) unless  

         41.  The party was so boring I wish … there at all.  

           a)  hadn’t gone    

           b) wouldn’t go    

           c)  haven’t gone    

           d) didn’t go  

         42. I’ll need to have my husband … the garage  

           a)  renovate  

           b) to renovate  

           c)  renovating  

           d) be renovated  

         43. She doesn’t … of my decision, though.   

         a)   agree    

         b)  approve    

         c)  accept    

         d)  support   

           44.  As far as … there is only one solution to the problem.  



             a)  I am sure    

             b) I am concerned    

             c)  I see     

             d) I think   

           45.  Nobody is accusing you … the watch.  

             a)  from stealing    

             b) to steal    

             c)  of stealing   

             d) with stealing  
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European banks and the price of safety (английский первый)  
 

“Greece is not Switzerland,” quipped an analyst on March 20th after the Greek central-bank 

governor assured investors his country’s banks would not suffer from the implosion of Credit 

Suisse the weekend before. Investors are anxious that troubles could contaminate euro-zone 

lenders. Their share prices have sunk since March 9th and are still volatile. 

That is a disappointment. After being struck by the global financial crisis of 2007-09 and the 

sovereign-debt crises shortly after, the euro zone’s big banks were brought under the supervision 

of the European Central Bank. As rules were toughened and dud assets flushed, banks became 

boring but more resilient. Now, “it seems the market is sifting through one balance-sheet after 

another”, frets a mover and shaker. Three risks stand out. 

The most immediate is a liquidity crunch. In September liquid assets held by European banks stood 

well above 150% of what regulators assume a deposit outflow in a crunch month would involve. 

But the speed at which deposits were whisked from Silicon Valley Bank and Credit Suisse suggests 

such assumptions are too rosy. It does not help that the data European banks disclose on the nature 

of their deposits is less detailed than in America, prompting some investors to assume the worst. 

Thankfully, a vast chunk of deposits is held by households, which are mostly insured. Those that 

are not tend to belong to a diverse array of firms, rather than a coterie of depositors who mimic 

each other, such as Swiss family offices or Silicon Valley startups. Europe also lacks money 

markets of the same depth and ease of access as Uncle Sam’s, so there are few liquid, lucrative 

alternatives to bank accounts. This is why most corporate overnight deposits that have been 

withdrawn—some €300bn ($325bn) since the summer—re-entered banks as “term” deposits, in 

less flexible accounts that offer higher returns. 

A second threat to European banks is deteriorating assets. Here, too, the danger seems manageable. 

Like bonds, the value of existing loans on banks’ books diminishes when interest rates rise. But 

regulators in Europe have forced banks, big and small, to buy hedges against that risk. 

 



 

 

Warum werden Frauen älter als Männer? 

 

In Deutschland werden Frauen derzeit durchschnittlich 81 Jahre alt, die Männer hingegen 

nur knapp 75. In der dritten Welt hingegen, wo insbesondere die medizinische Versorgung 

von Mädchen und Frauen schlecht ist, sterben Männer und Frauen etwa gleich jung. 

 

Hierzulande haben Frauen sechs Prozent mehr Lebenserwartung. Ist die längere 

Lebenszeit ein Geschenk der Natur, oder haben sie sich diese verdient? Beides. Das 

Leben eines Mannes ist riskanter.  Gleichzeitig gleichzeitig mit 100 Mädchen erblicken 105 

Knaben das Licht der Welt. Aber schon bei den über 65-Jährigen machen die Frauen 60,5 

Prozent der Bevölkerung aus. 

 

Welche rein biologischen Dinge da eine Ursache sind und was aus dem Rollenverhalten 

resultiert, konnte bislang noch niemand genau abgrenzen, erklärt Professor Elmar Brähler 

von der Universität Leipzig. Fest steht, dass Männer durch ihren Alltag häufiger Unfälle 

erleiden, durch den Beruf mehr Gefahren ausgesetzt sind und auch dass sie in jedem 

Lebensabschnitt häufiger den Ausweg des Suizids suchen. Er trinkt mehr Alkohol, isst 

fettiger, raucht häufiger, geht seltener zum Arzt, nutzt deutlich weniger die Angebote zur 

Vorsorgeuntersuchung.  

 

Die Pluspunkte der Frauen andererseits sind ebenfalls noch relativ unklar. Zweifellos war 

die Entbindung eine der gefährlichsten Situationen in ihrem Leben. Über diesbezügliche 

protektive Faktoren wird derzeit viel spekuliert. 

 

Fest steht, so Brähler, dass sich die Frau mehr um ihre Gesundheit kümmert. Insgesamt 

jedoch steigt die Lebenserwartung beider Geschlechter. Es gibt viele Hypothesen, ob das 

nun ein beständiger Trend ist. Manche Experten meinen, dass die Lebenserwartung mit 

jedem Jahr, das ein Kind später geboren wird, um zwei Monate steigen könnte. Brähler ist 

in seiner Einschätzung eher vorsichtig, denn es gebe auch gegenläufige Tendenzen. 



Démographie : la population mondiale pourrait entamer son déclin dès la seconde 

moitié du siècle 

Une nouvelle étude revoit les projections de l’ONU à la baisse en termes de 

croissance démographique. La population pourrait culminer à 9 milliards 

d’individus avant 2050, puis diminuer progressivement. 

Les êtres humains étaient à peine un milliard en 1800. Ils sont officiellement plus de 8 

milliards depuis l’an dernier. Selon les dernières estimations de l’ONU, la population 

mondiale devrait continuer de croître à 9,7 milliards d’individus en 2050, puis atteindre 

un pic de 10,4 milliards dans les années 2080 avant de diminuer légèrement d’ici à la fin 

du siècle. Une croissance essentiellement portée par les pays d’Afrique, où vivra une 

personne sur trois en 2100. 

 

Ces projections des Nations unies font référence. Une nouvelle étude réalisée par des 

chercheurs de l’initiative Earth4All pour la Global Challenges Foundation vient toutefois 

les revoir à la baisse. Les auteurs de ces travaux publiés lundi par le Club de Rome arguent 

que l’approche onusienne « s’appuie exclusivement sur des données démographiques 

pour extrapoler une tendance historique », sans prendre en compte les mécanismes qui 

sous-tendent ces évolutions. 

 

Leur modèle Earth4All « simule les liens complexes entre les trajectoires de 

développement socio-économique mondial et les limites planétaires entre 1980 et 2100 », 

précise Beniamino Callegari, professeur associé à l’université Kristiania d’Oslo et 

coauteur de l’étude. Autrement dit, il prend en compte « les effets d’interaction survenant 

dans des domaines très différents » comme le PIB par habitant, l’éducation, la santé, les 

ressources, la productivité, le réchauffement climatique… 

 

La population mondiale culminera alors à un peu moins de 9 milliards de personnes dès 

2046 avant de décliner à 7,3 milliards en 2100.  



Corpoworking: la última ocurrencia para salvar las oficinas 
 

Si hay algo que se asemeja al infierno en vida es la oficina. Las oficinas tienen 

la dudosa virtud de convertirse en universos opresivos en los que ser desgraciado. 

Las habitamos la mayor parte de nuestro tiempo de vigilia y en ellas vivimos dramas 

griegos por cuestiones cotidianas que se convierten en universales porque ocupan 

buena parte de nuestra existencia. La oficina es ese lugar en donde la gente es capaz 

de ser mezquina por encima de sus posibilidades, un interesante experimento 

conductual en el que los jefes psicopáticos observan como los mandados van más 

allá de lo que nunca hubiesen esperado de ellos. La banalidad del mal que Hannah 

Arendt documentó en el juicio de Adolf Eichmann no habría sido posible sin que el 

sistema de siervos se incorporara al mundo de la empresa moderna. La “oficina”, 

ese concepto más filosófico que físico, es un dementor que se alimenta de la felicidad 

e inteligencias humanas, dejando en su lugar depresión y desesperanza, cáscaras 

vacías funcionales para la tarea. 

Así que nadie se extraña de que los trabajadores se resistan a volver a la 

oficina, no al trabajo, ni a las relaciones humanas, sino a ese lugar mal iluminado en 

el que, cada vez más, la vida es inhóspita y en donde tienes que relacionarte con 

otros humanos en secuestro amigdalar como tú mismo. ¿Quién querría vivir así 

teniendo que disimular el hartazgo en esas oficinas de concepto abierto, 

panópticales, en las que cualquier microgesto es escrutado e interpretado en tu 

contra? 

La Organización Internacional del Trabajo (OIT) ha estudiado los efectos de 

la pandemia sobre el trabajo y está a favor del teletrabajo, no tanto porque los 

trabajadores puedan conciliar mejor, o poner cara de fastidio sin que nadie lo anote 

en el libro mayor de su historia laboral, sino porque es más productivo, y, por tanto, 

mucho mejor para la economía.  

 


